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Chairperson of the Conference,
Ministers,

Director-General of FAO,
Ladies and Gentleman,

May peace be upon you.

I would like to express, on behalf of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, our gratitude to the Director-General
of FAO as well as all of FAOs staff who have worked with him untiringly to provide a good organization
for the Conference. We wish you every success and hope that this Conference will achieve the pre-set
objectives. We hope that we can find more practical and science-based solutions for sustainable
agriculture and food security.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Government of Saudi Arabia bears its responsibility and plays an active role at FAO and attaches a
considerable importance to agricultural development and issues to do with food security as well as fresh
drinking water, environmentally friendly measures, and works with Regional and International
Organizations and institutions to this end. Indeed, strategies and programmes have been adopted to
strengthen sustainable agricultural development and increasing agricultural land, to contribute in
achieving food security on the National, Regional, and International levels, while preserving natural and
environmental resources, which follows the Food Security strategy.

This year, Saudi Arabia implemented one of the greatest rural development programmes by seeking to
support smallholder farmers, in the domain of livestock husbandry, fisheries, and agricultural industry
alike. It has done so in order to allow them to exploit and invest the opportunities and resources available
to diversify the agricultural production base in rural areas, improve income of small farmers, create jobs
opportunities, and to contribute to food security and balanced development,. An agreement was signed
with FAO in order to provide technical assistance and guidance with the efficiency required for the
implementation of this programme.

Ladies and Gentleman,

Demographic growth in the world and the need for more food commodities means that we bear
responsibility to the world and that we have to cooperate to provide food now and in the future. We are
responsible for the adoption of all the necessary measures at all levels, national, regional and
international, and, also, to expand the appropriate agricultural investment, as well as, supporting other
countries to exploit its available resources in food production. Climate change as well as natural disasters



are among the most devastating challenges for the sector. They thus have an impact on food security,
therefore, all together, we should adopt measures which allow us to lighten the burden of natural disasters
and to help us support developing countries as they face these challenges.

Finally, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia would once again like to reiterate its determination to keep
supporting FAO in its current and future efforts to achieve food security, to fight against hunger and
poverty at all levels, national, regional and international. We would also like to express our gratitude and
deepest appreciation to His Excellency, Dr José Graziano da Silva, for his efforts throughout his term as a
the Director-General of FAO, and all the work achieved, which reflect the considerable role that FAO
plays in agricultural development and food provision.

We would like to congratulate Dr Qu Dongyu and we are looking forward to working with him. The
Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will continue to support Dr Qu Dongyu and FAO so that the
goals set by the Organization can be fulfilled and so that we can achieve a world free of hunger. I would
also like to thank you all for your efforts as well as those who have organized the Conference, and hope
that the meetings of this Session would achieve its desired objectives.

Thank you.
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